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of Armenia. The first took place at Harran, on precisely
the same ground where Crassus had lost his standards to the
Parthians; its result also only differed in minor details.
Galerius, returning to Antioch, was greeted with the extreme
displeasure of the Emperor Diocletian and compelled to walk
behind his chariot for several miles across the city. To clear
his honour he repeated the attack the following year, and
this time turned the tables on Narses. In this case the Roman
victory seems to have been complete, for all Narses' treasure
fell into their hands, and we have the, for some reason, rather
irritating story of a Roman soldier who, finding a white leather
bag full of enormous pearls, threw away the pearls and kept
the bag i because he supposed that nothing could be of value
that was of no use '.

Omitting the reign of Hormizd II, we come to Sapor II,
whose coronation must first be observed because it took
place ceremonially before his birth. On the death of Hormizd
the magi pronounced Sapor's mother to be enceinte. A royal
bed upon which she lay in state was set up before the people,
and the crown of Persia deposited ' upon the spot which might
be supposed to conceal the future heir of Artaxerxes?.28
Ctesiphon can have witnessed few more peculiar ceremonies.

Sapor had thus reigned for almost thirty years when his
first serious conflict with the Romans took place. He found
himself opposed in a battle near Singara to the Emperor
Constantius, who was conducting the war in person. His
ultimate victory involved first of all allowing the Romans to
pillage his camp. He restrained his army in the hills above,
until, night having fallen, feasting and general celebrations
were in full swing. Then his bowmen crept down, and were
enabled, by the light of the great bonfires which the Romans
had made of their property, to concentrate a deadly rain of
arrows on the disarmed and largely intoxicated enemy. The
victory when it came was tempered for Sapor by a great
sorrow; for his son and heir had somehow remained in the
camp and, by one of those unpredictable vagaries of contem-
porary chivalry, the same Romans who had emulated Alex-
ander by restoring the wife and family of Narses, when he fled
from Galerius, now seized, tortured and executed the unfor-
tunate crown-prince.

Sapor's next objective was Nisibis, round which the Romans